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President of OCFA

The United Arab Emirates has been a major contributor to nations
across the world. Over the years, the federation has come to the
assistance of the needy and disadvantaged, of families facing
adversity and fellow nations facing difficult circumstances. The
country’s commitment to humanitarian aid reflects the values at its
core, exemplified by UAE President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin
Zayed Al Nahyan who has promoted charitable work through his
generosity in times of crisis, fulfilling the legacy of his father the late
Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan, founder and ruler of this benevo-
lent nation.

The establishment of the UAE's Office for the Coordination of
Foreign Aid (OCFA) is an important step and one which will
strengthen the federation’s ongoing humanitarian endeavours. This
new federal office has been mandated and championed by His
Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed and His Highness Sheikh Moham-
med Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of
the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, and has the vital support of His
Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin Zayed al Nahyan, Crown Prince of
Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed
Forces. In the years to come, we will all join forces to increase the
impact of the UAE's humanitarian funding, forming a national
alliance of all foreign aid and humanitarian agencies to ensure that
aid reaches those most in need.
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About OCFA

The UAE Office for the Coordination of Foreign Aid (OCFA) was established by the federal government to
document UAE foreign aid flows and support the nation’s delivery of humanitarian and development aid, for the
benefit of communities in need worldwide. OCFA was set up by UAE Cabinet Decree no. 36 of 2008 and has been
operational since early 2009, with His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the Ruler’s Representative in
the Western Region, presiding as the office’s President.

Vision & Mission

Vision : The UAE is internationally recognized as one of the world’s top donors to humanitarian response and
sustainable development.

Mission Statement : OCFA supports UAE-based donor organizations, documenting aid flows, providing
information, expert advice and training, and capacity-building for UAE nationals, to ensure that the UAE’s humani-
tarian and development assistance is as effective as possible.

OCFA Objectives

OCFA has three strategic objectives:

1. Provide an effective decision-making platform, and a complete and comprehensive documentation of the
public and private foreign aid flows of the UAE.

2. Support and improve the performance of the UAE as a major foreign aid donor.

3. Provide high-quality support services that are efficient, transparent and timely.

OCFA’s Organization

OCFA has five main units responsible for fulfilling its strategic objectives:
Information Management; Policy, Monitoring and Evaluation; Field Support; Training and Capacity-Building;
and International Relations and Public Information.

OCFASs Organization

The Information Management Unit
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The Information Management Unit is documenting the UAE's
assistance with the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD) and the Financial Tracking System (FTS) of
the UN’s Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA); developing a Foreign Aid Tracking Service (FATS); creating
a historical account of the UAE’s humanitarian and development
assistance since 1971; providing a central and transparent reporting
mechanism for UAE donor organizations; and, establishing an
Information Management Working Group bringing together
information management professionals from the major donor
organizations in the UAE.
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OCFAs Organization

The Policy, Monitoring and Evaluation Unit
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The Policy, Monitoring and Evaluation Unit provides expert advice
to UAE donors on all aspects of aid coordination. It is working with
OCFA’s partners to develop guidelines and standards on best
practice to ensure aid effectiveness, to introduce systems for
monitoring and evaluation, and to produce manuals and
handbooks on topics relevant to humanitarian assistance and
development aid. The Unit worked with the Prime Minister’s Office
on OCFAs strategic and operational plans for 2011-13, and worked
with the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development
(OECD) to obtain recognition that foreign aid flows from the UAE
Foundations qualify as Official Development Assistance (ODA).

OCFA's Organization

The Field Support Unit

The Field Support Unit issues country profiles of vulnerable
countries of interest; regular reports on “Emergencies in Focus” and
other humanitarian crisis situations. It is developing resources that
will help UAE donor organizations to respond in a coordinated
manner to humanitarian emergencies. These resources include an
early warning system for potential emergencies; and, a Field Assess-
ment and Support Team (FAST) approach to immediate crisis
response.
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OCFAs Organization

The Training and Capacity Building Unit

The Training and Capacity Building Unit is working to build a UAE
foreign aid sector consisting of organizations that perform to the
highest international standards. The unit’s major programs include a
continuous assessment of training needs; a full calendar of
workshops and training events on issues ranging from needs
assessments to financial accountability; partnerships with Abu
Dhabi University and Zayed University and other training institu-
tions; orientation in humanitarian and development issues for UAE
diplomats and civil servants.

OCFAs Organization

The International Relations and Public Information Unit

The International Relations and Public Information Unit is position-
ing the UAE both at home and abroad as a generous and important
donor country, allowing the nation to participate more actively in
setting the international humanitarian and development aid
agendas. The unit’s major programs include a website to serve as
official online platform for the UAE foreign aid sector; organizing the
launch of OCFA publications, including notably the annual report
on UAE Foreign Aid; participation in international donor forums;
and, a communications strategy to raise the profile of UAE foreign
aid among audiences both locally and internationally.
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UAE Foreign Aid: Facts and Figures

Since its foundation in 1971, the UAE has been a generous donor of foreign aid. The motivation for this generosity
was expressed by the UAE's first President, His Highness Sheikh Zayed, when he said that the people of the UAE
would receive no benefit from their wealth, if they did not share it with those less fortunate.

Aid from the UAE, in the form of development assistance, humanitarian aid and charitable donations, has been sent
to more than 140 countries around the world. Aid has been provided by the federal government, by the Emirati
governments, by official authorities such as the Abu Dhabi Fund for Development and the UAE Red Crescent
Authority, by Foundations, such as the Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan Foundation, the Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan
Foundation, the Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum Humanitarian and Charity Establishment, the Al Maktoum
Foundation, and by Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) such as Dubai Cares, Noor Dubai, Dubai Charity and
Sharjah Charity.

In 2009, OCFA began to collect data on the UAE’s giving, with the aim of reporting these contributions to the
international bodies responsible for statistics on foreign aid flows including the Organization for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development (OECD), and the Financial Tracking Service (FTS) of the UN Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs, and putting together a complete historical record of UAE foreign aid since the foundation of
the federation in 1971. As of February 2010, OCFA had received over 9,000 individual records of donations made
from 19 ministries, departments, foundations and NGOs.

As a first step in this process, OCFA has published “UAE Foreign Aid 2009, a comprehensive account of the UAE’s
foreign aid contributions during that year,amounting to AED 8.93 billion (US$ 2.43 billion). The table on the follow-
ing page shows the breakdown of this amount by donor organization, and the chart shows the proportion of total
funds allocated to each region.

Total contributions in 2009, by donor
Donors

Abu Dhabi Fund for Development

Contributions in AED
4,952,871,169

Contributions in US$

1,348,453,899

Al Maktoum Foundation 59,509,547 16,201,891
Dubai Cares 40,359,470 10,988,149
Dubai Charity Association 27,195,728 7,404,228
Government 3,060,733,975 833,306,282
International Humanitarian City 14,321,567 3,899,147
Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan Foundation 185,675,860 50,551,555
Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum Humanitarian and Charity Establishment 32,434,191 8,830,436
Noor Dubai 8,007,140 2,180,000
Other Charitable Organizations 10,756,287 2,928,475
Sharjah Charity Association 42,393,398 11,541,900
UAE Red Crescent Authority 451,487,078 122,920,522
Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan Charitable and Humanitarian Foundation 47,865,528 13,031,726
Grand Total 8,933,610,938 2,432,238,208

Proportion of UAE funds in 2009, by region
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